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Manner of bringing all diſputable Caſes in 
Common Life, to a TRIAL and Final 
DETEMINATION by it. | 
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COMMON SENSE - 


NATURE and USE, 


WES HAVE once before ſaid, that 
3 | [RY the Authors of the Journals, 
> 22 call'd Common Senſe, whatever 
3 Share of it they might have 

£m themſelves, were nat in earneſt 

in refering their Readers to it, but artfully 
evaded it, and dreſs'd Things up with Gloſſes 
to common Paſſions, common Weakneſſes and 
vulgar Senſe. I think we ſhall here lee, in 
ſome remarkable Inſtances, the Juſtneſs of 
A this Charge, and with them I join their elder 
| Brother and fellow Labourer, Caleb Dau- 
vers, Eſq; who has own'd and approv'd of 
their Proceedings, tho', if he had not, we 
have a Right to call him to the Tribunal of 
Common Senſe, for any Thing which he ad- 
dreſſes to the People in common, for if he 
expects a common Conſent, he muſt bring 
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[ 4 ] 
Evidences adapted to common Perception. 
Notwithſtanding this Cenſure and Ridi- 
cule of the Adminiſtration has been carried 
on ſo long, I do not find, (at leaſt for ſome 
Years paſt) that they have put their Finger 
to, and pointed out any one Fact, but the 
Spaniſh Affair, to juſtily their Charge. 
This they have, indced, given us in many 
Shapes, rung all the Changes on it, dreamt 
many Dreams, told Abundance of pretty 
Stories, been ſometimes mighty witty and 
merry, and other Times very angry and 
abuſive ; but ſtill it is the Hauiſh Affair, in 
Which they pretend that the Weakneſs and 


bad Conduct is evident. 


New as ſome new Matters on this Caſe 
have offer'd ſince my former, and a very ma- 


terial Obſervation was then omitted, which 


are all of them Objects of Common Senſe, I 
am apt to think, we ſhall by them be able to 
fee, that Mankind was never more impoſed 
on, nor their Common Senſe more abuſively 
blindfolded, than in this very Caſe. 

I am, indeed, almoſt aſhamed for my 
Country-men, to think there ſhould be Oc- 
caſion for me to bid them open their Eyes, 
and ſee our Ships of War but juſt return'd 
from Portugal! Is there a Man who has any 
Senſe of the Honour of his Country, can bear 
to ſee it thus Weekly reflected on, for Tame- 
neſs and Puſillanimity, at the very Time of its 
Dignity and Power being ſo viſibly exerted? 
It is but about two Years ſince Sir John Nor- 


ris went into the Tagus with a formidable 


Fleet; 


Mu 
- "0 
«| Ly 8 
3 
2 
9 
$ 7 g 
po 
- = 
2 
* 
WY 40 « 
+ 
2 
. 
* 
. 
* 
35 
TY 
W 
8 1 
4 
iS: 
"i 
s. 
dk 
RY 
LB. 
Jr 


TF] 


Fleet ; the Spaniards had not only plotted, 


but had actually began a War with Portu- 


gal; they had a large and well-diiciplin'd 
Army, and a Fleet ready equipt, more than 
ſufficient for the Purpoſe; the Portugueſe 
were unprovided, and unable to oppole them, 
and how long the Spaniards would have been 
before they were at the Gates of Lisbon, or 


indeed in Poſſeſſion of the whole Kingdom, 


was very well known, and juſtiy alarm'd 
all Enrope, Britain was more immediately 
concern'd for its vaſt Effects and Trade there, 
as well as for the Ballance of Power ; and 
we were the only Nation who could timely 
enough preſerve them: And this was done; 
Memorials came from Spain, and Remon— 


ſtrances too againſt it, but to no Purpoſe; 


the Britiſh Fleet ſail'd, Portugal was ſaved, 
and all the fine Schemes of the Spaniſh Court 
baffled. 
Here now is an Object of Common Senſe 
preſent to our View, remark'd and honour'd 
by the whole World ; and I don't know 
whether it demonſtrates more the Effronte- 
ry of the Weekly Libellers, than it does 
the wilful Blindneſs, the baſe and ſervile 
Submiſſion of their Readers, to have not 
only their Underſtanding, but their very 
Eyec-ſight affronted every Saturday, with- 
out ſhewing ſome notable Reſentment. 
However, ſince we muſt take Mankind 
as they are, with all their Weakneſſes, and 
not as pedantick Philoſophers fit in their 
Cloſets and dream they are; and as we have 
5 : many 


44 
| many good and uſeful fellow Subjects ignos 
| rantly and innocently led aſtray, I ſhall here 
þ ſhew them that there wants only a Willing 
|| neſs to ſee for themſelves, and neither Art 
| nor Learning, but the common Uſe of 
| Common Senſe to prevent theſe Impoſi- 
| tions. | 
1 I ſhall here therefore take the Sum of all 
the material Objects of Common Senſe which : 
it have occur'd in this Caſe, which will form I 
a ſelf-evident Propoſition, containing the 
Determination of univerſal Reaſon, or in 
other Words, of Common Senſe, and will 
be conſequently concluſive and final; and 
as the Mark I aim at is finiſhing the Argu- 
| ment, I ſhall make no Apology for the 
Novelty of the Manner of Argumentation, 
any more than I {hall for repeating a few 
il Sentences wrote by myſelf before, nor ſhall 
I make any Scruple of calling it, 


| The Sentence of CoMmoN SENSE 
| on the Spaniſh Affair. 


© Tt is right to take Care of the South 
Sea Company's Effects, and of the general 
Trade to Spain, as well as of that of the 
Weſt India Merchants. Ir is proper, be- 
fore any Thing is done which may put a 
Stop to the whole S$pani/b Trade, as well 
as embarraſs the Turkey and other Medi- 
terranean Trades, diligently to conſider 
the Conſequences, That the Power of 
the Britiſh Nation has been exerted Us 
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the Year 1718, againſt the Spamſh, but 
much more juſtifiably ſo in 1735, and 
1736, in the Portugal Affair. That it is 
right, before we take another military 
Satisfaction, to be able to prove to the 
whole World the indiſpenſible Neceſſity 
of it. That we ought to guard againſt 
and enquire after any Aſſiſtance the S- 
niards may have. That the Complaints 


mitted, Application made to Spain, Land 
Forces ſent away, and additional Ships of 
great Force, to enforce our legal De- 
mands. That France and Hollaud have 
been treated by Spain in the ſame Man- 
ner as Great Britain, that they have not 
exerted more Spirit (nor ſo much) as our 
Government. That conſidering the whole 
and every Part of the Affair, our Miniſ- 
try have acted as other wiſe and prudent 
People have acted, and ought to act.“ 
And now let us ſee if theſe pretended 
Apellants to Common Senſe, and wile Craftſ 
men, will appeal from this. 
I cannot fay that I ſhould have choſen to 
have done it in ſo formal a Manner; how- 
ever, as it ſets the Matter in a ſtronger 
Light, and with more irreſiſtible Force, I 
have ventur'd at it: But our Antagoniſts 


making ſuch a loud Call, at their firſt ſet- 


ing out, to the Tribunal of Common Senſe, 
and a general Approbation of a Reference 
to it being apparent, by two Journals being 
read every Week with this Title, and my 

5 7 Attempt 


[8] 

[|| Attempt of the ſame Nature, in the before- 

it mention'd Gazetteer, of Nov. 21, meeting 

1 alſo with a very favourable Reception, juſ- 

it tiſies me in proceeding farther to ſhew 

| what Common Senſe really is; and that no 

| fuch abſurd Notion of our Political Affairs 

| could have been receiv'd, but for Want of 

luiſtning to it. And therefore, to what TI 

| have there faid (and to which I refer) that * 
by Common Senſe I mean it in all the moſt | 
familiar Uſes and Meanings of the Words, 
I have this to add, 

That it is not only that by which 
we keep ourſelyes from falling into Fire 
and Water, and chuſe a Piece of Bread to 
eat, rather than a Piece of Wood; but I 
alſo mean that general Perception or Senſa- 
tion of Things which is common to all 
Men. That is the Perception of the Di- 

ſtinction between Wood and Bread, which 
makes it appear to one Man as it does to 
another, and here only it is that we can 
come at a true View of any Caſe. Parti- 
cular Men may be biaſs'd or blinded by In- 
tereſt, Paſſions, Appetites, or Humours, 
which often are oppoſite, and contradic- 
tory, and may be as various as there are 
Men, or Sets of Men, debating the Mat- 
ter; but when the Caſe is refer'd to this 
| General or Common Senſe of the whole 4% 
| World, the Partialities of particular Mens 
Intereſts and Humours are not at all in the 
Queſtion. It is then before this general 
Common  Seuſe, this inyoluntary and paſſive | 
16m 37: Percep- 
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9 
Perception, which ſhews Things as they re- 
ally are, and therefore it is, That all Men 
on the ſame Proportion of Evidence, ſee 


Things in the ſame Manner, tho' they may 


act and ſpeak differently, for Things ARE 
as they Ak E, and there is an eternal Diſtinc- 
tion in them which Mens looking on, no, 
nor their Ratiocinations, nor their pretend- 


ed Opinions cannot alter: Some love the bit- 


ter of Gentian in Wine, others hate it; but 
there is as wide a Difference in the Taſte 
and Colour of that, and of Salt and Sugar, 
to the Perception of the Man who loves 
it, as to his that hates it, the Diſtinction re- 
mains and is the ſame, notwithſtanding that 


their Appetites lead them to chuſe diffe- 
rently, as to the Uſe and Application of it; 


they do not confound one Thing for ano- 
ther, their Common Senſe ſees and deter- 
mines in reſpect to the Difference between 
Sugar and Salt in the ſame Manner. And 
from hence it is that the Errors in Hu— 
man Underſtanding are owing to the not 


adhering to Common Senſe, abſtracted from 


Paſſions and Humours, which an hun— 
dred Times to one, lead them contrary 
to Common Senſe, and conſequently into 
Miſtakes. 

Therefore it is that theſe artful Writers, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to impoſe on Men, and 
who themſelves ſee the Force of it, are 
obliged to find out Evaſions and Amuſe- 
ments to take Mens Common Senſe off, 

(which 


10 

(which is the Eye of the Underſtanding) 
from ſeeing Things, and, like Legerdemain 
Juglers, divert the Eyes of the SpeCtators 
from the Thing itſelf, till they have con- 
vey'd a very different Object i in the room of 
it, and then, like expert Craftſmen, tell 
them it is the ſame, tho' no more ſo in Re- 
ality, than a Six-pence is a flying Bird, 
or that the King of Great Britain's calling 
the Spaniards to Account, with Spirit and 


Force on every juſtifiable Occaſion, is tame- 


ly ſubmitting to their Impolitions, not- 
withſtanding the Juglers have kept Peo- 
ple from ſeeing which way they remov'd 
one Object, and brought another in its 
Place, but Common Senſe nor Eye-ſight has 
no Share in the Deceit, the Diſtinction be- 
tween a Six-pence and a Bird, and thoſe 
of Fortitude and Prudence, from Cowardice 


and Negligence ſtill remain, and the Capa- 


city of perceiving the Diſtinctions. 
But there is in too many People a de- 


_ prav'd Taſte of a Pleaſure in being deceiv'd, 


provided it indulges fome favourite ©" 
mour or Paſlion, and it is this which makes 
them the Dupes and Tools of theſe miſ- 
chievous Juglers and Craftſmen, who ſtudy 
this Weakneſs, and apply all their Writ- 
ings and Speeches to it. 

Thus, it is a mighty pretty Thing to 


have Matter to rail at, and abuſe thoſe in 


high Stations, and fack a Titillation in 


doing it, that when any Thing has = 
- I 
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told them which ſtirs up this delightful 
Itch, it would be a much greater Pain to 
then to be undeceiv'd by a Proof that the 
Story which furniſh'd them with all this 
pert Raillery and Abuſe, is a Falſity in 
Fact, than ftill to carry on the Deceit. 
For People of vulgar Underſtandings and 
vicious Paſſions, to have an Excuſe for their 
Blindneſs, will hold up their Eyes for 
the Indulgers of their Paſſions to throw 
Duſt in them, provided they tell them a 
Thing is made black by thoſe they have a 
Mind to hate, rather than to have it in 
their Power to ſee with their own Eyes 
that the Thing is white. 

Nor was there ever a more flagrant In- 
| ſtance of the Advantage which Impoſtors 
take of this Weakneſs, than in the Caſe 
before us, for beſide that great and notable 
Fact, already mention'd, of the Expedition 
to Portugal, Is it not as obvious, that no 
ſooner did the Merchants wrong d acquaint 
the King, by Petition, with it, that not a 
Day was loſt, a Committee of Council was 
forthwith order'd thoroughly to examine 
into it, who not only found moſt of the 
Complaints to be juſt, and fo reported, but 
a Redreſs was immediately taken in hand, 
vi S. five Ships (beſides thoſe already there) 
of more than uſual Force for thoſe Seas, 
were directly put into Commiſſion and 
equipt, and are now viſibly, and in the 

| Face ba the World, failed to ſee that the 
| B 2 Remedy 
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Remedy demanded of the King of Spain 
be had, and to oppoſe, with Force, thoſe 
who reſiſt it. A Regiment of Soldiers 1s 
alſo gone to Carolina, to prevent any In- 
ſults from the Spaniards, which might be 


expected to diſturb our Trade and Settle- 


ments on that Side. Theſe Facts ſhew the 
Opinion and the Intention of the King and 
his Council, and demonſtrably prove that 
their Sentiments are the tame, and their 
Reſentments much ſtronger than thoſe of 
the Loſers themſelves, or they wonld not 
take ſuch vigorous and extraordinary Me- 


thods to procure Satisfaction for the paſt, 


and Preventions againſt future Injuries, nor 
is it any Queſtion between the Merchants, 
and any body of Conſequence, Whether 
they have loſt, and whether they ought 
not to have Satisfaction? 

But ſome People are work'd up to ſuch 
a Phrenzy, by the Din which theſe Writ— 
ers have made in their Heads, that they 


don't think the Subjects of other Countries 


have a Right to be heard by their Sove— 
reign as well as we have. If Complaint 
was made by the French Court, That 
one of our Sloops of War, who cruize 
on the Coaſt to prevent Smugling, had 
taken a French Snow, I dure ſay 
that we ſhould expect that an Enquiry 
ought to be made if this Veſſel was not 
taken in the Fact of Smugling of Wool, 


and be either reſtored or kept, as this Fact 
ſhould 
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L 
ſhould appear. That the Subjects of the 
King of Spain have done ſeveral bad Things 
by the Engliſh, as well as by the French 
and Dutch, is not diſputed, any more than 
it is that a foreign Ship, by Streſs of Wea- 
ther, was drove on Shore, a few Weeks ago, 
in the Meſt of England, which the Savage 
Thieves of that Country immediately tore 
all to Pieces, Ship and Cargo, and carry'd 
away, leaving the Ship's Company to beg 
their Way thro' a ſtrange Country, as well as 
they could; yet we ſhould think it wrong, if 
the Nation to whom that Ship belong'd, 


ſhould, without farther Enquiry, invade 


our Country, and begin a War. 

T ſhall not trouble myſelf here with the 
filly Stories of the Craftſman, of Ships taken 
by Spantards, as he calls them, who hoiſt a 
black Flag with a Death's Head in it ; every 


body who knows any Thing of Sca-Affairs, 
knows theſe to be common Pyrates, and for 


the moſt part Engliſh Pyrates too, and who 
very often hoiſt an Engliſh Enſign to rob a 
Spaniſh Ship, and a Spaniſh Enſign when 
they rob an Engliſh Ship. 

But we have a very fine Arricle of 
News in ſome Papers this laſt Week, 
and the Craftſman, as uſual, making his 
wite and honeſt Comments upon it: They 


tell us of certain Sloops trading to New 
Spain, ſome of which are taken, and 


they have the bare-fac'd Aſſurance freely to 


own ſome of their Ladipg ; alſo that there 
| are 


| 3 } 


are in the Bay of Honduras feveral Engliſh 


Ships of ten, twenty and thirty Guns, where 
no Engliſh Ship can have any publick law- | 


ful Bufinefs. Are nor thoſe Writers fine 


InFoRMERs! | am really amazed, that our 


Sailors and Merchants, concern'd in this 


private Trade, do not give them the Diſci— 
pline now frequently given to Informers of 
another Sort. The Craftſman, a few Weeks 


ago, talk'd of Writers being hired with Spa- 


mſb Gold; if theſe are not the People, I 


dare ſay we have none in England: For it 


is theſe Informers, who by theſe very Stories 
acquaint the Span; Miniſters with what 


they could otherwiſe know very little of, 


and put Defences in their Mouths, which, 
without theſe, would not have been thought 
on, for the Seas are wide, and not one in an 
hundred could be ſeen by the Guarda Coſtas, 
and the Inhabitants of the Coaſt of New 
Spain, who deal with theſe Ships of ours, 
have more Wit than to betray the private 
Trade they gain by, neither have they it 
in their Power to publiſh it ; for in New 
Spain, any more than in Old Spain, they 
have no ſuch tell-tale news-writing Infor- 
mers, who provoke and dare them to take 
Notice of this Trade. And I don't know if 
we may not juſtly lay at the Craftſman's 
Charge, and his fellow Writers, half the 
Damage that the Spaniſh Trade has there 
ſuffer'd by the Guarda Coſtas. But this 
cught not to be publickly debated, _— an 
| ee 


[xx } 


deed mention'd at all; for whoſoever encou- 
rages, or brings about by any Means what- 
ſocyer any pablick Enquiry into the Secrets 
and Particulars thereof is the greateſt Enemy 
theſe Traders have. That Lofles will ſome» 
times happen, they who run the Riſque 
cx pect and calculate; and that theſe may be 
and are encreas'd by expoſing Things which 
the Inſormets neither know nor care for; 
but rhe Loſers themiclves know, that the Na- 
tion has nothing to do with them. There- 
fore, 155 ö 
| chiak I may now ſafely ſay, this Argu- 
ment is concluded, for we have been arraign- 
ing before us all the Matters of Fact and Ap- 
pearances to general Perception on both Sides 
the Queſtion ; which Queſtion is, Mhether 
our Miniſters have behav'd in this Affair 
as they ought to have done? This has been 
brought to a Trial at the Tribunal of Com- 
mon Senſe, and we have ſeen the Sentence; 
by which I mean, that the Paragraph fo 
entitled, tho' of no greater Length than a 
moderate Advertiſement, yet, as it contains 
in a clear Light the Sum and Amount of all 
the Matters of Fact, and Appearances to 
Senſe on both Sides the Queſtion, is uni- 
| werſal, tho' not a Word more had been 
wrote; that is to ſay, it is the Sentence of 
anwerſal Common Senſe, and is therefore 
concluſive to every body who dare be deter- 
min'd by Common Senſe. 
When the Journal with this Title firſt 
appear'd, 
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appear'd, they talk'd ſo much of bringing 


Things to the Tribunal of Common Senſe, that 


I own I expected ſomething extraordinary 


from it: J ſoon found, indeed, that they could 


not be in earneſt me where, "that i is, I knew 


they mult either drop the Topicks they pro- 
pos'd to proceed on, or drop the Criterion 
they propos'd to try them by. I preſently ſaw 
they had choſen the latter, for nothing can 
look this Tribunal in the Face, that is not 
conſiſtent with Truth and right Reaſon, 
and every of thoſe Actions they had a Mind 
to cenſure, being ſo conſiſtent, as to be juſti- 
fied by ſuch Trial, they therefore had no 
farther Buſineſs with Common Senſe, but 
went on with ſtale Topicks taken from the 
Craftſman, dreſſing them up in new Gloſſes, 


commenting on them with Mirth and witty 


Drollery, but not one new Fact to juſtify the 
Ridicule, nor any Fact which they durſt 
bring to the Teſt, or ever ſo much as at- 


tempted to bring to a Trial by Common 


Senſe. L would not be underſtood here to 
mean, that I expect it ſhould be done only 
in my Manner ; but if it is to be done at 
all, it muſt be agreeable to the Simile, the 
Parallel muſt be kept, that is, the Fact ac- 
cus'd of being fooliſh or unjuſt, muſt be 
taken to pieces, and every Circumſtance 
ſet before univerſal Common Senſe, and the 
Evidences to prove the ee and Folly 
muſt be Objects that every body (whom 


we will ſuppoſe the Jury) can clearly ſee 


and 
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and know; and when the Circumſtances of 


the Fact, and the Evidences are thus ar- 


ranged before the Tribunal, the Juſtice 
or Injuſtice, Wiſdom or Folly, Go6dnefſs 
or Badneſs, will be conſequently ſeen and 
known. But in what Journal call'd Com- 
mon Senſe, has this, or any Thing like it, 
in any Shape or Manner whatſoever been 
done? 
I never much regard the Whiſperings 
that ſuch a Lord, and ſuch a Gentleman of 
Diſtinction are privately concern'd in theſe 
Papers, I know they are wrote by People 
hir'd on Purpoſe for the moſt Part, and 


| theſe Reports are given out by the Publiſh- 


ers, to recommend the Sale of them. How- 
ever, if they have receiv'd a Letter or two 
from any Gentleman whom his Country 
may wiſh for better Services from, I don't 
know but we may have yet Hopes of him, 
for his loving the Name of Common Senſe ; 
but we can never expect much, till theſe 
warm and wrong turn'd Paſſions and Fancies 
are ſubſided, and then he will ſee there is 
no fuch Thing as being a real valuable 
Man in great Affairs, without regarding it 
principally. Wit may, in various Shapes, 


pleaſe, and properly have its Times and 


lower Uſes; but be it never ſo good, it has 
little to do in the great Councils of Nati- 


ons and Princes. 


A Mountebank may have the beſt Trum- 
peter and Tumbler in the World, and they 
x c may 
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[ 18 ] 
may attract an Audience; but they don't 
prove his Medicines to be uſeful and whol- 
ſom, and all the regular Phyſicians in the 
Nation to be Fools: Nor when Merry-An- 
drew has told all his ſmutty Stories, and 
rais'd a Laugh, it proves no more that his 
Maſter is the ſeventh Son of a ſeventh Son, 
or has been privy Counſellor to the Great 
Mogul, or firſt Phyſician and Preſident of 
the Council to the Cham of Tartary, than 
Tales of a Golden Rump, and the King of 
Abyſſinia's terrible Guard, prove their Au- 
thors to be fit for the Council of Princes 


here, or that the Counſellors he has already 


are bad. And indeed he who ſets out with 
ſuch Wit, in order to recommend hin felt 
for an able Stateſman, will often find him- 
ſelf in the ſame Cate with the Empirick ; 
the merry Stories and Tricks being finiſh'd, 


and the Doctor grown grave, three Fourths 
of his Audience go away, and half the Re- 


mainer ſtay only to laugh at the Folly of 
the few Dupes he takes in to buy his 


Paquets. 


But when giddy Multitudes are to be 
govern'd, and Laws to be made for the 


Good of a Nation, when Peace and War 


are upon the Carpet, and the ſubtle Deſigns 
oi the great Miniſters of foreign Princes 
are to be penetrated into, and guarded a- 
gainſt; theſe muſt be tranſacted (if with 


. Succeſs) by thoſe only who have their Com- 


mon Senſe clear, which is the Eye of the 
Under- 


[19] 


Underſtanding, and which muſt not be 


tainted with the Jaundice of Paſſions, ner 
dazled with glittering Outſides. It is Rea- 


fon muſt be then attended to, which is, in 
other Words, Common Seuſe, or that paſſive 


Senſation or Perception, by which Things, 


and their Relation to one another appear to 


the Mind in their uncloath'd Simplicity, 
their natural Conſonance or Diſſonance, 
their Equality or Inequality, and true Di- 
ſtinctions; and then we can diſcern what 


will harmoniouſly agree, and may be brought 


together, and why others will for ever jar. 
Hence ariſes Sagacity, or foreſeeing the 
Conſequences of the Actions of others, and 
how to compoſe our own to them. Tranſ- 
acting by this Perception, as it is regulating 


our Conduct by the Fitneſs of Things, is 


Miſdom, and therefore no body can be wiſe 
who will not attend to this Common Senſe, 
for they will never be able to put Things 
together right, who do not ſee them 
right. And this is only to be ſeen by un- 


| diſturb'd and unſophiſticated Common Senſe. 


Whoever has not this is in gloomy Miſts, 
or follows the Glimmerings of other Peo- 
ples falſe Lights, as blind as himſelf, and 


muſt often ſtumble, and fall into Miſtakes. 
And whoſoever has the greateſt Portion 


of this Sight, or rather uſes it moſt 
(for all Men have it) is a Man of the 


moſt uſeful Abilities; for this is what is 
g C 2 truly 
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truly meant, when we ſpeak of a Man of 
good natural Parts, or of great Capacity ; 
and therefore he will be the greateſt Man 
among Great Men, who knows beſt the 
common Uſe of Common Senſe, 
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T he before-going might have been 
call d a Gazetteer extraordina- 
ry, 27 being deſien d as no other 
than a curſory Letter for that 
Paper. The following 1s the 

Gazetteer refer d to, aud ig the 
onuly on? this Author ever 
wrote, which being all fold 
off, we have thought proper 
zo inſert it here. 


Daily Gazetter, Monday, Nov. 21, 1737. 


7 2 with ſo agreeable a Title as Com- 
RS mon Senſe, ſhould have, at firſt 
OV — 2 ſetting out, many Readers (eſ- 
pecially as 1x is generally ima- 
gin'd that many of them are wrote by a 
Gentleman of Note and Rank, and allow'd 
to have ſome Wit.) If I may judge of 
others by myſelf, that which attracted our 
Curi- 


Dn. is no Wonder that a Paper, 
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curioſity was the Title; expecting that 


thoſe Actions and Conduct of the Admi— 


niſtration, which he has taken ſuch Liberty 
to ridicule and cenſure, would be ſet in a 
fair Light, and brought to the Teſt of Com. 
mon Senſe. 

By Common Senſe I apprehended he meant, 
That Faculty by which we diſcern in com- 


mon Life what is fit for our Uſe; and by 


which, on obſerving the Actions of our 
Neighbours, we diſcover their Wiſdom or 
Folly ; ; the Honetty or Diſhoneſty of their 
Principles and Intentions; and cenſure or 
approve, have Commerce or no Commerce 
with them, as beſt ſuits our Affairs: That 
is, I did not doubt but this Author, who is 
ſo much concerned for the bad Situation of 
our Political Affairs, would, for our Benefit 
and Inſtruction, take a little Pains to ſtrip 


theſe Actions and Meaſures he cenſures, of 


any allureing Dreſſes or Diſguiſes they ap- 
pear to us in; and place them before the 
Eyes of Common Senſe in ſuch a clear 
Light, that Mankind could not help diſ- 


cerning their Badneſs. 
I imagined that a Man, withaut any 


| Help of Metaphy ſicks, or School-Logick, 


or who has not had the Opportunity of 


turning over many Volumes of Civil Law or 


Politicks, might, by the bare Ule of Cam- 
mon Scuſe, 1 upon them. An Ex- 


ample will beſt ſhew what I aim at: I ſhall, 
therefore, 


[7 


therefore, take a Caſe which 1s, at preſent, 

the popular Subject and Concern, vis. 
The Complaint juſtly made by our Weſt 
India Merchants, of ſome of their Ships 
being ſearch'd, and taken by Spaniſh Ships. 
I admit that they have proved the Facts, 
alſo that it is highly injurious to the Britiſb 
Nation in general, as well as to themſelves 
in particular ; therefore this will not be the 
Matter of Debate between us. The Quet- 
tion is, Have our Miniſters behaved in this 
Caſe as they ought to have done? And ſince 
there are on the negative Side of the Queſ- 
tion, thoſe whom ſome think conſiderable 
People, who have appealed to Common 
| Senſe; I am now going to join Iſſue with 
them, bring the Caute before anzverſal 
Common Senſe, and fee how that will de- 
termine it. That is, let us examine it in 
the fame Manner we account to ourſelves 
and others for our own Conduct in our Fami- 
lies, and judge of the Conduct of our 
Neighbours. | 
The firſt Thing then which offers itſelf 
to us is, the King, as Father and Protector 
of all his Subjects as Children, and who 
regards the general Concern of his great Fa- 
mily, and doth not do for One or Two, that 
which would hurt the reſt; or give theſe 
One or Two Satisfaction in one Circum- 
ſtance, which would hurt even them, as 
well as the reſt, in an hundred other Cir- 
cumſtances. And what immediately offers 
| itſelf 


[24] 
itſelf to us in thiis View, is the Effects of 
the South Sea Company; who have many 
Hundred thouſand Ponnds Value in New 
Spain, which the Spamards can immdi— 
ately lay hold on. Is it not worth our 
thinking on, then, what would te the Lot 
of theſe Merchants, and of a vaſt Number 
of Tradeſmen engaged with them, and de- 
pending on them? and if our Miniſters 
had not as careful an Eye to this, as well 
as to the others, they would ſoon be juſtly 
told, they wanted Circumſpection. Beſides, 
might not too haſty a Vengeance bring on 
a general War with Spain, before we are 
ſufficiently prepared for it? Would not 
our Turkey, and every other Branch of 
the Mediterrancan Trade, be immediately 
under very great Difficulties, and a Stop 
put at once to the whole Spaniſh Trade, 
as well in Europe as in America? And 


might we not reaſonably expect that a 


neighbouring Power would take the Ad- 
vantage to ſerve the Spaniards with moſt 
of thoſe Commodities they now have from 
us, and thereby get ſuch a conliderable 
Part of this valuable Trade out of our 
Hands. as we could ſcarce ever recover ? 
And if the French did this, it would not 
be more diſhoneſt in them than, in common 
Trade, if a Shop-keeper had a very good 


conſtant Cuſtomer, by whom he made great 


Profit every Year, and they ſhould fall out, 


would it be called 8 for a Neigh- 
bour 


1983 _ 
bour of the ſame Buſineſs to endeavour t6 
ſerve him? All theſe Things the vigilant 
Eye of our Miniſters muſt be conitantly 
obſerving, and guarding againſt. 
That ours have behaved as any other wiſe 
and prudent Miniſters would do, or now do, 
is alto as evident: For the Dutch and French 
are treated in the ſame Manner, by the Spa- 
niards, as the Engliſh are. The French, 
indeed, have very few Ships in thoſe Seas; 
but out of theſe few, the Spaniards have 
now and then taken one. The Dutch have, 
in Proportion to the Number of Ships they 
navigate there, been a great deal worſe uſed 
than the Engliſh; for they have loſt more 
than half as many as we, tho' we have Ten 
Ships to their One: Yet the States General 
have not made War with them, but endea- 
voured by the ſame Methods that our Court 
has taken, to bring the Court of Spain to 
make them Satisfaction in an Amicable Way. 
And it deſerves our ſtrict Attention, that as 
now no Satisfaction ſeems to be hoped for in 
this Way, the Two Nations being reſolved 
to act jointly, and aſſiſt and ſupport each 
other in what is further requiſite, they can 
by this Means proceed in a more formidable 
Manner, and at leis Expence, than Either 
ſingly; and be better prepared for whatever 
Aſſiſtance the Spaniards may have, or what 
may affect the General Peace of Europe. 
Which, by the Leave of our wiſe Authors 
of the Craftſman and Common Senſe, is ano- 
if D ther 
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I'M ther Matter, and of the laſt Importance, 
10 for our Miniſters to have Regard to. 5 
0 It is not twenty Years ſince our famous 
II! S8:c1l;an Expedition, when our Fleet deſtroy- 
g the whole Spaniſh Fleet, without any 
1138 War declared. There were then ſeveral ſuch 
10 Inſults and Injuries committed by the Spa- 
e niards as now, as well as other Attempts to 
1 break the Ballance of Power, and General 
1% Peace of Europe, which occaſioned that vi- 
006 gorous and ſevere Reſentment and Revenge. 
1 But does not Common Senſe tell us, theſe 
Il | Things are not to be often repeated? We 
6 muſt be able to ſnew the whole World the 
111111 Juſtice and abſolute Neceſſity of an Affair 
1000 of this Conſequence, or we ſhould ſoon ha ve 
100 all the World our Enemies, in their own 
1% Defence: As any Civil Neighbourhood or 
Ii Fil Society would be to a Man, who, becauſe 
1% he was tall and ſtrong, will be always ſtri— 
10 60 king and breaking the Peace, on every little 
LN Affair that offends bim. 
16061 | And altho' this Siciliau Expedition may 
vt } be reaſonably excus'd, tho', perhaps, not juſti- 
0 fy'd; yet we may and onght to wait with 
11 the more Patience, ſince we ſo lately had 
| h 1 this military Satisfaction, and convinced the 
THANE Spaniards of the Danger of provoking Br1- 
11000 tons too far. And as this is one Reaſon why 
[1188 we ſhould proceed with the utmoſt Delibe- 
1088 ration and Caution; ſo the Regard due to 
11900 our Suth Sea Merchants Effects, is another. 
TIT And ] don't at all doubt, but this * 
1 | embar- 


1 

embarraſſes our Miniſters; ſor ſome Way o 
other they muſt be taken Care of. | 
But I am ſo far from going to infer from 
hence, that it is improper for our Govern- 
ment to reſent this Behaviour of the Spa- 
niards, that J dare be bold to ſay, we ſhall 
find that ample Satisfaction mult be had for 
thoſe Ships taken in or near the Gulf of Fo- 
rida, as allo for any others, as unjuſtly plun- 
der'd or taken: And when we are once 
forced to call them to Account, I am apt to 
think that their late Demand of Georgza, 
Sc. will be one of the Articles; for we ſhall 
then ſettle the whole Account with them. 
And if they ſhould depend on our being 
lately degenerated to ſuch Weak, Indolent, 
and Phlegmatick People, as our Daily, 
Weekly, and Monthly Libellous News- 
Papers ſay we are, (and which, perhaps, is 
one of the Cauſes of the Spaniards daring to 
do what they have) I ſay, they may at laſt 
be convinc'd that theſe Libellers have miſled 
them. And this we ſhall find will be the 
Caſe, whenever Things are ripe, and we are 
properly prepared againſt all probable E- 
vents ; for then, and not till then, will it be 
_ conſiſtent with Right Reaſon, that is with 
Univerſal Common Senſe. | 
And as we juſtly expect our Miniſters 
ſhould view the Whole and every Part of 
the Affairs under their Cognizance and Care, 
ſo ought we alſo, before we paſs Sentence on 
them ; which if we do, we ſhall find there 
has 
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ſurdity, but the Subjects at laſt brought to 


L 
has hitherto been nothing done or omitted 
to be done, but what will ſtand this Teſt of 
Common Senſe. | 7 

It is evident, by the Method I have here 
taken, that I mean Common Senſe, accord- 
ing to the plain and familiar Uſe of it, and 
uſual Acceptation of the Words; and that 
it is a competent and proper Criterion to 
bring all diſputable Caſes to, which concern 
Mankind in general, is what I take for 
granted : And this the Author I refer to, 


nor any other, who is not afraid of Common 


Senſe being againſt him, will not diſpute 


with me, nor indeed that there is any other 


to bring any Argument to a Concluſion. For 
what is the Analytical Part of Logick, but 


taking the Subject to Pieces, examining the 


Whole and every Part, ſtripping it of its 
Diſguiſes ? and then Common Senſe can't 
help ſeeing it: And what is the Synthetical 
Part, but forming and compounding Propo- 
ſitions, to ſet the Subject in a ſtrong Light? 
This, indeed, Sophiſts make a bad Uſe of, 
by too often directing it to the Paſſions, in- 
ſtead of to Common Senſe. What is a Di- 
lemma; but the Argument brought to two 
or more ſuch pointed Heads, that the An- 
tagoniſt by his own Manner of Reaſoning, 
is obliged to take one, tho' his Common 
Senſe acutely feels (and can't help ſeeing in 
ſpite of his Teeth) that it overthrows all 
his former Oppoſition? And what is an Ab- 
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855 this univerſal Hommon Senſe, in ſuch a Light, 
that a Thing faid to be done, appears im- 


poſſible to have been done; or Things ſaid 
to be proper, fit, and equal to other Things, 
or to certain Uſes, are when inveſtigated, 
determin'd paſſively and znvoluntarily by 
Common Senſe unequal and unfit ? And were 
it not to determine thus paſſively and invo- 
luntarily, there could be nothing more idle 
than to appeal, as we often do, to one ano- 


ther's Common Senſe; nor indeed could there 


be any Argument at all, did we not all know 
that Common _ which is the Perception 
of Things, and of their Relation to one ano- 
ther, is not ſubject to the Will; tho' it is 
indeed in every Man's Power and Will to 
act or ſpea k conſiſtently or inconſiſtently to 
his Senſes and Perception. 2 

But as a Proof of the Force and Uſe of 
this, and that I am not addreſſing myſelf to 
any one Man, or one Party or Body of Men, 
but to univerſal Common Senſe, I here ap- 
peal ro the Authors of the Journal ſo called, 
or to any of his Brethren of the Craftſman, 
for the Sentence of their Common Senſe on 
this Subject. 5 

Is it right to take Care of the South Sea 
Company's Effects, as well as of the Weſt 
India Merchants? Is it proper before any 
Thing is done, which may put a Stop to the 
whole Spaniſh, as well as embarraſs the 
Turky and other Mediterranean Trades, moſt 
deliberately to conſider the Conſequence ? 


= it right, he tag 
ation, that.we woche Wer to we 157 1 3's 
ſnew the indie 1 


to the whole World, and 
2 Neceſſity of it? Ought we not to 
be guarded againſt any Affiſtance the Spa- 
nigra my have? and ought not that to be 
firſt diligently ſifted out and enquired aſter? 
Is it right to be prepar d and fortify d againſt 
all Exents, by Alliances, and acting am 1 
cert with another powerful Nation in the 
ſame Circumſtances? Have the States of 
Holland acted otherwiſe than our Govern- 
ment has done? Or, confidering the Whole 
and every. Part of the Caſe; have our Mini- 
ſters ited as other wiſe: and en Beef 
have acted or oughtito'at? + 1» 1 4 
„This is what 1 call bringing a Matter to 
the Teſt of Common Senſe, and tho! I ſhall 
not ſay theſe Gentlemen of the Paper ſo 
called, want Common Senſe, yet I mutt ſay, 
that I never ſaw-them_in:that Paper, bring 
any Thing ſo to the Trial of it; but on the 
_ contrary, Things dreſs' d up, to common 
9 common GORE 4 and 5 — 8 
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